MIXED MIGRATION

IN HORN OF AFRICA AND YEMEN

Member agency data inventory (2-4 pages max)
Suggested ‘template’ approach:

April 2015

Reflection: Identify the key areas of expertise that your agency specifically deals with that intersect with mixed migration issues. (if you need to be sure about mixed migration go to www.regionalmms.com to learn more)

Egypt
Migrant fatalities at sea:
3 people died and 31 were rescued after a
trawler bound for Europe capsized near the
Egyptian city of Idku. The passengers were from
Eritrea, Sudan, Syria and Egypt. Authorities
subsequently detained the 31 migrant/refugee
survivors.

Yemeni refugees/asylum seekers in Saudi Arabia
UNHCR reported the arrival of between 7,000 and 8,000 Syrians thought to
have been residing in Yemen . However with increased Saudi border control
and the blocking of the land route to Saudi Arabia by the Houthi militia, most
migrants/refugees fleeing the conflict used boats to cross the Red Sea and
the Arabian Sea into the Horn of Africa in April 2015.

2014

Sudan
Going West:
Irregular migrants from the Horn
of Africa continued to travel
westwards towards Libya, where
the lack of rule of law and basic
law enforcement allows
smuggling networks to thrive.
Eritreans, Ethiopians and Somalis
are the three top nationalities
using this route in an attempt to
cross the Mediterranean into
Europe.

Increased Border control:
The Saudi government continued to
exert greater security controls on its
border with Yemen and in April 2015
dispatched extra troops and
equipment to its southwestern border
adjacent to the northern Yemeni
province of Saada, the main
stronghold of Houthi fighters.

Red Sea

Saudi Arabia
Internal Displacement continues to rise:
As of April 2015 approximately 634,000 Yemenis were
internally displaced.UNHCR estimates that 334,000 were
displaced between 25th March 2015 and 30th April 2015.
The new displacement crisis increased the complexity of the
wider internal displacement situation in the country where
prior to March 2015, 300,000 people were already internally
displaced.
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Arrivals via the Red Sea:

Secondary Movement of
Eritrean refugees Southwards
to Juba and Westwards
towards Libya
Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia
continued to travel southwards
towards Juba or westwards
towards Eruope via the
Meditarranean, with the aid of
smugglers, seeking better
economic prospects
Increase in number of refugees from South
Sudan
With the collapse of the peace tallks between the
Government and the major opposition parties,
there was a increase in the number of South
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia in April 2015.
UNHCR reported that it was registering more than
10,000 new arrivals at various entry points in the
Gambella region. 71% of these new arrivals were
female. As of April 2015, Ethiopia hosted 261,643
South Sudanese refugees

Agencies recorded 594 arrivals in
Yemen via the Red Sea. 98% of
these new arrivals were Ethiopian
and 2% were Somali. (Actual

Arrivals in Djibouti:
8,919 migrants/refugees of mixed
nationalities and third country nationals
arrived in Djibouti from Yemen via boats
and charter flights as of 30th April 2015.
This number included 1,500 returning
Djibouti nationals. As of 30th April 2015,
873 refugees were newly registered.

figures may be higher as most migrant
reception centres were closed in April
2015).
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Departures from Yemen
Somaliland and Puntland
received a total of 4,798
migrants/refugees fleeing
Yemen as of 5th May 2015.
Both governments granted
prima facie refugee status to
Yemeni arrivals .

Gulf of
Aden

Patrolling missions along the Gulf
of Aden suspended
Offices within the UN enclave in Aden
were occupied by armed Houthi
elements on 28th April 2015 and it is
likely that patrolling missions along
the Arabian sea coastline have been
suspended. No data on arrivals in
Yemen via the Gulf of Aden was
received.
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Secondary Movement of Arrivals from
Yemen:
Somali refugee returns made up an
estimated 80% of the new arrivals in
Somaliland and Puntland. UNHCR reported
that an estimated 80% of new arrivals per
day headed to other cities/regions in
Somalia.

Returns from Djibouti and Yemen:
IOM facilitated the voluntary return of
231 stranded Ethiopian irregular
migrants from Obock to the capital,
Addis Ababa.

Gaalkacyo

Refugees and Asylum seekers
Ethiopia remains Africa's largest refugee-hosting nation
with 682,761 refugees and asylum seekers registered
as of April 2015. The refugees are drawn from
neighbouring countries, including South Sudan, Sudan,
Somalia and Eritrea.In addition to this, 115
refugees/asylum seekers from Yemen (51 Yemeni, 64
Somalis) were registered.

South Sudan

Dollo Ado

Kakuma

Uganda
Repatriation of Kenyan refugees
In April 2015, the process of
voluntarily repatriating 700 Kenyan
refugees/asylum seekers in
Uganda began. In 2008,
approximately, 6,500 Kenyans
sought asylum in Uganda following
post-election violence.

Kenyan government backtracks
on calls for Dadaab closure
The Kenyan government
backtracked on plans to close
down Dadaab, Kenya’s largest
refugee camp, after intense
pressure from the international
community. As of April 2015,
Dadaab hosted 331,538 refugees.

Somalia

Moyale

(South-Central)

Voluntary Somali refugee
returns put on hold
The returns project was
temporarily suspended due
to the bad condition of
roads caused by the
ongoing heavy rains in the
region. 2,048 out of a
projected 10,000 refugees
have returned to Somalia.
as of April 2015.

Somali refugees in the
region:
In April 2015, there were
972,020 Somali refugees
in the region hosted mainly
in Kenya, Ethiopia,
Yemen, Eritrea, Djibouti
and Uganda.

Dadaab

Mogadishu
Forced Eviction of IDPs:
Somali state security forces forcibly evicted
approximately 21,000 displaced people in IDP
settlements close to the capital, Mogadishu, It is
estimated that over 1.1 million people throughout
Somalia are displaced, including an estimated
370,000 in Mogadishu.

Kismaayo
Burundi refugees in Tanzania
Over 50,000 Burundians sought refuge in
neighbouring Rwanda and Tanzania amidst
waves of growing unrest linked to protests
against the Burundi president’s plans to run
for a third term in office. As of 5th May
2015,Tanzania had received 17,696 new
arrivals from Burundi.

Capital
Main town or village

Nairobi

Kenya

Tanzania

Refugee camp
Movement on land

Mombasa

Xenophobic attacks against African migrants in South Africa:
6 people, including 3 Ethiopian migrants, died as a result of
violence that erupted in April 2015 targeting non-South African
nationals. 5,000 foreign nationals were displaced and were hosted
in temporary camps. The target of the widespread violence were
African immigrants, especialy those from Somalia and ZImbabwe.
Thousands of irregular migrants from Somalia and Ethiopia travel
southwards each year, transiting through Kenya and Tanzania, with
the aim of reaching South Africa.
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